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Rape Behind Bars 

“Sex between guards and female inmates is a given in 
prison; whether consensual or coerced, it has always 
taken place.” In most states it is illegal even if consensual. 
It also occurs in men’s prisons and in juvenile facilities. 
Those who are incarcerated are vulnerable to sexual abuse 
from other inmates but in far too many cases, the sexual 
abuse comes at the hands of those entrusted to guard them.

When rape or sexual assaults by corrections officers and 
jailers do occur, reporting it is not always an option. Even if 
an inmate does report it, it is often ignored by the system, 
and the inmate is punished for daring to make trouble for 
the prison guard. 
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Oklahoma Sheriff Charged With Running Sex-Slave Operation From Jail
Published April 17, 2008
Associated Press

The sheriff of Custer County resigned on Wednesday just as federal prosecutors filed 35 felony counts 
against him for allegedly running a sex-slave operation at the jail.

Mike Burgess quit the position he'd held since 1994 shortly before appearing in court on 14 counts 
of second-degree rape, seven counts of forcible oral sodomy and five counts of bribery by a 
public official.

Burgess surrendered to Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation agents and was released from 
custody after posting $50,000 bail. He could not be reached for comment.

Among other things, Burgess is accused of having sex with a female drug court participant who was in his custody. The crimes allegedly 
occurred between October 2005 and April 2007.

A federal lawsuit filed in October claims Burgess told one drug court participant he would have her sent to prison if she 
didn't comply with his sexual demands.

The lawsuit, filed by 12 former jail prisoners, alleges the sheriff's employees had them engage in wet T-shirt contests and offered cigarettes 
to those who would flash their breasts.

One prisoner alleged she became a jail trusty with more freedom after agreeing to perform a sex act on Burgess, but lost that status when 
she later refused.

Burgess also faces two counts each of sexual battery, rape by instrumentation and subornation of perjury. Also filed were one count each of 
engaging in a pattern of criminal offenses, indecent exposure and kidnapping.

Special prosecutor James Boring said Burgess could be sentenced to 467 years in prison if convicted on all 35 counts.

Read more: http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,351618,00.html#ixzz2WVsctX2r
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Custer County Oklahoma Sheriff Mike Burgess....continued from previous page

Former Custer County sheriff receives prison sentence
By RON JACKSON NewsOK.com on Mar 24, 2009

Former Custer County Sheriff Mike Burgess was sentenced to 79 years in prison... 

Burgess, 56, was found guilty of 13 felonies from a total of 36 charges in January by a Major 
County jury. The assorted charges ranged from forcible oral sodomy and kidnapping to sexual 
battery and rape. 

Burgess has remained in jail since his Jan. 17 conviction. The jury recommended a sentence of 
94 years in prison and $15,000 in fines.

....Continued next page

And in 2004 another Oklahoma County Sheriff and former police 
chief rapist- received a mere 25 year sentence...
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Latimer County Sheriff charged with having sex with inmates, The Tulsa World, October 21, 2004.
Ralph W. Marler, 
MUSKOGEE- Latimer County Sheriff Melvin Ellis Holly had frequent sex with female jail inmates and then threatened them if they talked, according 
to a federal charge unsealed Wednesday in U.S. District Court.
Holly, 63, had sex with at least three female inmates, according to an affidavit by FBI Special Agent James Dawson. 
U.S. Attorney Sheldon Sperling said Holly is charged with false statement and witness intimidation, felony offenses punishable by five years and 10 years in 
prison respectively. 
At an initial appearance in federal court, Holly was ordered held without bail pending a detention and preliminary examination by Magistrate Kimberly E. West 
at 2 p.m. Friday. 

Sperling asked for detention on grounds that one of the crimes involves violence and Holly poses a danger to another person. 
The investigation, which began in April, continues, Sperling said. He noted, in a press release, that Oklahoma law provides that jail inmates are incapable of 
consenting to sexual relations with law enforcement officers. 

Holly was defeated for a third four year term in the July Democratic primary by former Latimer County Assessor Wayne Brinkley, 45. Holly was to leave office 
in January. 

His alleged sexual assaults were traced to September 2003, according to a former inmate who said she had sexual intercourse with Holly after being taken to a 
railroad facility in Wilburton, the FBI affidavit said.
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Latimer County Sheriff charged with having sex with inmates, The Tulsa World, October 21, 2004. continued from previous page
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“The 25 year-old woman relented because she was “afraid something bad would happen if did not give in,” the affidavit said.  The woman said she had sexual intercourse at 
two other times, once at Lake Carlton near Robbers Cave State Park, the affidavit said. 

At one other time, Holly took the inmate to a sheriffs meeting at a Krebs restaurant and “listened to the business of the sheriffs of southeast Oklahoma,” the affidavit said. 

The 25-year old said she is undergoing counseling to deal with problems since her release. One of the problems is intimacy with her husband and in dealing with her children, 
the affidavit said. 

The woman also said she was taken from the jail to Latimer County General Hospital where she was given a sedative after she had been crying for 24 hours. 

Another inmate, a 19-year-old, told the FBI agent that Holly took her from her cell to A-OK Railroad facility, where she declined his advances. Holly then took her to his Red 
Oak home which had been destroyed by fire, authorities said. 

At the site, Holly and the inmate had sex in the back seat of his sheriff’s vehicle, officials said. Four or five days later, Holly brought the woman to his Sheriff’s Office where 
they had sex on the floor, the affidavit said. 

Afterward, the sheriff took “moonshine” from a cabinet and served it to her and her cellmate when he returned her to the cell, the affidavit said. 

When Holly learned the woman was being taken to another jail, he learned she wanted speak to law enforcement officers. He pressured her to write a statement that she 
recanted her story, the affidavit said. 

Holly told the inmate she would “end up dead somewhere, floating face down in a river for having talked,” the affidavit said. 

The inmate said she was afraid of Holly because he had claimed “he has shot and killed numerous people.” The inmate said she spent time at a psychiatric clinic and is on 
the antidepressant Prozac to cope with the depression “from being raped” by Holly, the affidavit said. 

A third inmate, a 26-year-old, said she on five or six occasions in Holly’s office.  She said she last had sex with Holly in May, although Holly continued to “bug” her about it. 

Two other female inmates told the FBI of seeing Holly kiss or grope the 19 and 25-year-old inmates. One said she saw Holly take female inmates with him in sheriff vehicles 
and his own vehicle, the affidavit said. 

A 34-year-old female inmate said Holly made several sexual advances toward her, including comments and groping, but denied having sexual intercourse      with him.  On 
Sept. 16, the FBI interviewed Holly at his office, but Holly denied ever having any kind of sexual contact with any female inmates in his jail. 

Holly was wounded in a September 1998 gunfight after he responded to a woman screaming in downtown Wilburton, news articles show. The woman was killed by a 
boyfriend, who exchanged shots with Holly. But the boyfriend died of a self-inflicted gunshot, authorities said. 

In March 1998, Holly shot and killed a Buffalo Valley man after responding to a call of a man pointing a gun at people, news articles show. In a struggle with the man, Holly 
pulled his revolver and shot the man. 

He is a former police chief in Red Oak and Wilburton. He was elected sheriff in 1996, and won re-election in 2000, the first sheriff in 40 years to win back to 
back terms in Latimer County.

 In 2005, former Latimer County Sheriff Melvin Holly received a 25-year sentence in a federal prison for sexually assaulting female inmates and employees. A 
year later, county officials settled out of court with 16 women for a combined $665,000 — money added to the property tax rolls and paid out over the next three years.”

Inmate Rape “Prostitution is like rape...”

81

http://www.iswface.org
http://www.iswface.org
http://www.policeprostitutionandpolitics.com
http://www.policeprostitutionandpolitics.com


82

Inmate Rape 

The two cases presented on the previous pages are of high ranking law enforcement officers- 
men who were former police chiefs and county sheriffs (not deputies). 

The inmates they raped and used as ‘sex slaves’ were not prostitutes, at least it not so indicated in the articles.

If  THESE ‘pillars of the community’ with SO MUCH to lose, were willing to risk their careers and the years of respect and 
admiration from their communities and fellow law enforcement agents around the country- just to be able to extort the female 
inmates for sex, threatening to kill them or harm their families if they told anyone...    how could we expect non- high ranking       

law enforcement agents and corrections officers/ prison guards to behave differently toward the                                               
vulnerable sex worker women and teens in their custody? 

Especially when it is the inmates who are punished for reporting the abuse and rapes, rather than those who abuse and rape, and 
neither the courts, the prosecutors, the governors, members of congress, senators and prison officials show much concern for 

the inmate victims or seem at all inclined to stop this abuse... Is it not to be expected that corrections officers, jail guards and 
prison wardens feel entitled to abuse those whom society has cast away and deemed “bad women” or “bad girls”?

As shown by recent reports, juveniles are just as likely, if not MORE likely, to be victims of sexual assault and rape at the 
hands of their jailers while in custody.

Inmate rape is so widespread, so entrenched in the prison system, that those corrections officers/ jail guards who rape and sexually 
assault inmates do not feel the need to hide their activities from other prison/ jail personnel. Despite new measures introduced to 

combat rape in prisons, such as The Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA)  which was passed in 2003 and has finally been 
officially implemented, the issue of rape and sexual assault in prisons is largely ignored according to organizations such as Women 

in Prison Project ,  the Coalition for Women Prisoners,  and Just Detention International who monitor the prison rape situation. 

If prostitution is like rape, and rape by those who are in charge of the lives of prostitutes and inmates goes unpunished, what are we 
to think of the argument that prostitution should remain illegal because it is ‘like rape’? Are those who promote this argument 

actually saying- “in our opinion, prostitution is like rape and if you don’t believe us, we will make certain you get raped by the 
system so you will understand what we mean...”?
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CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (CN) - Texas jailers ran a "rape camp" where they "repeatedly raped and humiliated female inmates," and forced them 
to masturbate and sodomize male guards, and one another, two women claim in court.
     J.A.S. and J.M.N. sued Live Oak County and its former jailers Vincent Aguilar, Israel Charles Jr. and Jaime E. Smith, in Federal Court.
     All three guards were arrested in August 2010 and charged with sexual assault, the Beeville Bee-Picayune reported at the time. The newspaper 
did not identify the victims.
     Smith and Aguilar are in Texas state prisons today, according to the complaint, which says defendant Charles is living in Bee County.
     Live Oak is a sparsely settled county in south central Texas. Its seat is George West.
     "Beginning sometime in 2007 to at least August of 2010 the Live Oak County Sheriff's office ran a 'rape camp' known as the Live Oak County 
Jail," the complaint states. "In this facility, numerous jailers, all employed by the Live Oak County Sheriff's Office, repeatedly raped and 
humiliated female inmates over an extended period of time. These forced acts of lasciviousness included, but are not limited to, forcing female 
inmates to repeatedly perform oral sex on male guards, forcing female inmates to repeatedly masturbate the male guards, the male guards 
masturbating in view of the female inmates, male guards forcing digital penetrative sex acts in the female inmates', forcing female inmates to 
engage in sexual sex acts with other female inmates, including but not limited to forcing female inmates to have oral sex with each other, among 
other things.
     "In addition to the repeated sexual assaults, numerous female inmates were sexually harassed. Certain male guards would strip the female 
inmates of their clothing and provide only shaving cream to conceal their genitalia. Certain male guards would sometimes force the female inmates 
to shower in front of them while instructing them to shave their vaginas. In other instances, while detailing their degenerate sexual fantasies, the 
jailers would pin the girls against a wall, grope their persons, verbally berate them, digitally rape their vagina and/or anus, then force them to 
perform oral sex.
     "In order to facilitate their carnal impulses, these guards would withhold food and water, engage in physical abuse, restrict privileges and 
verbally and emotionally abuse the women - even threaten to kill them in order to compel their compliance."
     J.A.S. says she was arrested on marijuana possession charges in July 2010, and transferred to the Live Oak County Jail after a brief stay at the 
Jim Wells County Jail.
     "Not long after she was transferred, she was approached by a jailer known to her only as 'Jesse,'" the complaint states. "He warned plaintiff to 
stay away from defendants Aguilar and Smith. Naively, she asked why and he emphasized, 'trust me, stay away from them. I can't tell you why, I'd 
lose my job.'
     "Sometime later, while waiting at the facility nurses' station, defendant Aguilar approached plaintiff and touched her on her shoulder and back. 
The nurse on duty observed this happening and told defendant Aguilar to stop. In fact, the abuse was so widespread and pervasive that defendant 
Aguilar felt comfortable enough to ask Ms. Smith if he could touch her vagina, right in front of the jail nurse.
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“In fact, the abuse was so widespread and pervasive that defendant Aguilar felt comfortable enough to ask Ms. 
Smith if he could touch her vagina, right in front of the jail nurse....”

Two Women Claim Texas Jailers Ran a 'Rape Camp' Behind Bars
Monday, June 17, 2013

....continued next page
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Texas Jailers Rape Camp... continued from previous page
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 "Another incident occurred later involving both defendant Smith and defendant Aguilar. Both men forcibly and inappropriately touched plaintiff. During the 
incident, defendant Aguilar kissed plaintiff and attempted to penetrate her. Only when plaintiff defended herself by slapping defendant Aguilar's face did he 
relent."
     J.A.S. claims the guards knew where to take inmates to avoid having their sexual assaults recorded by the jail's "grossly ineffective" camera system.
     During her pre-trial incarceration, the three guards had their way with her, she says.
     "Defendants Aguilar, Smith and Charles all assaulted plaintiff in numerous ways over the course of several incidents. As they told it to plaintiff, she 
'belong[ed] to [them]' and was their 'sex slave or whatever they wanted her to be,'" the complaint states.
     "Plaintiff was forced to perform various sexual acts on defendants Charles, Aguilar and Smith, including oral sex and manual stimulation - whatever time 
permitted for their amusement. These incidents also included their own lewd acts on themselves, including masturbation where plaintiff was forced to 
conceal their ejaculate by way of ingestion.
     "These and similar acts occurred so frequently that plaintiff cannot account for the number of assaults she was forced to endure - during any given 
attack, there would be from one (1) to three (3) different guards present who were participating or watching plaintiff being denigrated.
     "Finally, several incidents took place wherein plaintiff was forced to perform sexual acts on another female inmate, plaintiff [J.M.N.]. Specifically, one 
night defendants Aguilar and Smith provided razors and shaving cream to plaintiffs. They made the women strip naked and told them to shave their pubic 
hair. Next they made the women put 'shaving cream bikinis" on each other as they looked on.
     "Once that was accomplished, the women were directed to rinse off and that the guards would return. When defendants Aguilar and Smith returned [J.A.S.] 
and [J.M.N.] were told to give them 'a show.'
     "The defendants made the women perform oral sex on each other, touch and grope each other, penetrate each other's vaginas with their fingers, all while 
the guards soaked it in, grinning and flicking their tongues out at the humiliated women. As if forcing these two women to perform pornographic sex acts on 
each other was not enough, defendants Aguilar and Smith then forced the women to stop and come to the door to touch their penises and allow the guards to 
grope and penetrate their persons.
     "After defendants Aguilar and Smith concluded their session with [J.A.S.] and [J.M.N.], defendant Smith came back later that night and forced [J.A.S.] to 
perform oral sex on him.
     "To make matters even more tragic, the charge of possession of a controlled substance, for which [J.A.S.] was being detained, was dismissed and the case 
was dropped upon her release from custody."
     J.M.N. says she was booked into Live Oak County Jail in July 2010.
     "Upon introduction with [J.M.N.], defendant Aguilar remarked that she 'look(ed) wild' and that he could not wait to (have sex with) her. He pinned 
her against a wall face first then rubbed up behind her, grabbing her breasts and breathing into her ear while rubbing his face along the nape of her 
neck. From that point forward, things only got worse ...
     "Throughout her stay, [J.M.N.] was repeatedly sexually assaulted by defendants.
     For the first several weeks these assaults were in the form of the guards placing their hands through the food slot in the cell door and forcing her to lower 
her pants and undergarments and then anally and vaginally penetrating her with their hands. They would also make [J.M.N.] show the guards her breasts, 
buttocks and/or vagina or the guards would withhold food, drink, essential hygiene items, threaten to harm her or take away privileges." (Parentheses and 
ellipsis in complaint.)
     J.M.N. says the assaults escalated until the night the guards forced her to perform sex acts on J.A.S.
http://www.courthousenews.com/2013/06/17/58555.htm
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http://www.motherjones.com/mojo/2010/05/woman-prisoner-sent-solitary-reporting-rape-guard

Woman Prisoner Sent to Solitary for Reporting Rape by Guard
—By James Ridgeway and Jean Casella
| Sat May. 8, 2010

What happens to the 
inmates when they 
report the rapes?

....Continued next page

Michelle Ortiz was serving one year at the Ohio Reformatory for Women, a state prison in Marysville, when she was molested by a male 
guard. A recent article in the Columbus Dispatch describes what happened next: 

When Ortiz reported the first assault to prison official Paula Jordan, the official told the inmate that the male guard was being transferred 
from the facility and was "just a dirty old man." That same evening, the male guard assaulted her again. 

Rebecca Bright, another prison official who launched an investigation, ordered Ortiz placed in solitary confinement, where she was 
handcuffed. Bright reportedly argued that Ortiz was talking about the incident with other inmates. 

Other accounts were more specific: In the first assault, Ortiz was "fondled" by the guard, who then told her "I'll get you tomorrow, watch." In 
the second, which took place after she had appealed for help, the guard returned while Ortiz was asleep and raped her. The assaults 
took place back in 1996. Subsequently, Ortiz sued both prison officials in federal court for doing nothing to protect her from the guard and 
punishing her instead. A jury awarded her $625,000 in damages.

But Bright and Jordan appealed the verdict, and the US 6th Circuit Court of Appeals "ruled 2-1 that the prison officials had qualified 
immunity, shielding them from paying damages" to Ortiz. The third judge, however, issued an outraged dissent. As the AP reported: 

It is extremely rare for a prison inmate's civil rights complaint to overcome preliminary legal obstacles and persuade a jury there was a 
violation, said Judge Martha Craig Daughtrey, the dissenting appeals court judge. Given the statistics, Daughtrey said, "I view this result as a 
legal travesty." 

The evidence against Bright and Jordan was strong, she said. "The majority's decision to overturn the jury's verdict strikes me not just as an 
unfortunate result in this case, but as one that is thoroughly senseless." 

Against the objections of Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray, the US Supreme Court–also not known for its sympathy to "prison 
inmate's civil rights complaints"–has now agreed to review the case, and will hear arguments in the fall. (2010)

The wheels of justice move slowly, when they move at all. Back in 2003, the organization Stop Prisoner Rape–now renamed Just Detention 
International–published a report on the sexual abuse of prisoners by guards at the Ohio Reformatory for Women (ORW) Alerted to the 
problem by a prison psychiatrist, Stop Prisoner Rape (SPR) interviewed several staff whistleblowers, as well as prisoners, and discovered a 
"climate of abuse."

In
m

at
e 

R
ap

e 

   www.iswface.org                                  www.policeprostitutionandpolitics.com

Inmate Rape “Prostitution is like rape...”

85

http://www.motherjones.com/mojo/2010/05/woman-prisoner-sent-solitary-reporting-rape-guard
http://www.motherjones.com/mojo/2010/05/woman-prisoner-sent-solitary-reporting-rape-guard
http://www.motherjones.com/authors/james-ridgeway
http://www.motherjones.com/authors/james-ridgeway
http://www.motherjones.com/authors/jean-casella
http://www.motherjones.com/authors/jean-casella
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/04/26/assault-case.html?sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/04/26/assault-case.html?sid=101
http://ohioprisonwatch.blogspot.com/2010/05/court-to-hear-appeal-in-guards-sexual.html
http://ohioprisonwatch.blogspot.com/2010/05/court-to-hear-appeal-in-guards-sexual.html
http://www.justdetention.org/index.aspx
http://www.justdetention.org/index.aspx
http://www.justdetention.org/index.aspx
http://www.justdetention.org/index.aspx
http://www.iswface.org
http://www.iswface.org
http://www.policeprostitutionandpolitics.com
http://www.policeprostitutionandpolitics.com


86

Woman inmate sent to solitary for reporting rape by guard....continued from previous page

http://www.motherjones.com/mojo/2010/05/woman-prisoner-sent-solitary-reporting-rape-guard
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“Inmates described a range of incidents, including violent encounters, threats and pressure to submit to sexual advances, trading sex for goods 
and favors, and relationships that were seemingly consensual. However, for women under near-total control of prison staff, the concept of 
"consenting" to sex is virtually meaningless... The problems arising from this power imbalance are compounded by the past history of sexual 
abuse that many female inmates have endured.

“...women who report sexual misconduct are routinely sent to solitary confinement, unusually harsh conditions in the hole at ORW may 
compound the trauma. This use of isolation emboldens perpetrators who know that the practice discourages women from reporting abuse.

SPR concluded that the problem was compounded by the Ohio prison system's "institutional response"–or lack of it. They found a "culture of 
silence and denial" at the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction that began its director, Reginald Wilkinson. Head of the sixth-
largest prison system in the country,  Wilkinson "repeatedly made public statements denying that any problem exists and discouraging 
suggestions for reform," including the Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA), which was passed unanimously by Congress in 2003. 

In an op-ed opposing the legislation, Wilkinson argued that the data on prison sexual assaults was "highly exaggerated" and based on 
"disingenuous data (self reporting)."

While investigating allegations at the Ohio Reformatory for Women, SPR interviewed Warden Deborah Timmerman. According to SPR's 
report: Timmerman-Cooper confirmed that prisoners who complained of sexual abuse were transferred to segregation, losing their 
privileges while there. She justified this policy by saying that it was necessary in order to protect the inmate while officials 
investigated the incident, but could not explain why those inmates should be stripped of basic privileges and locked in isolation for 23 
hours a day….
The isolation and punishment of inmates who report sexual assault is a practice that punishes victims and encourages staff 
misconduct...
The National Prison Rape Elimination Commission, which was created by the PREA in 2003, has issued recommendations for a new set of 
national standards to address the problem. As David Kaiser and Lovisa Stannow wrote earlier this year in their two excellent articles in the        
New York Review of Books on prison rape and how it can be stopped:

One of the most pernicious myths about prisoner rape is that it is an inevitable part of life behind bars. This is simply wrong…In well-run 
facilities across the country it is being prevented—and this shouldn't be surprising, the government has extraordinary control over the 
lives of those it locks up. Stopping sexual abuse in detention is a matter of using sound policies and practices, and passing laws that 
require them.

Attorney General Eric Holder has until June to review the recommended standards proposed by the National Prison Rape Elimination 
Commission and turn them into federal regulations, which would make them binding on prisons and other detention facilities. Predictably, 
they are being opposed by some leaders of the powerful corrections industry, and questioned on the basis of cost.”
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This sexual abuse has been ongoing for decades... this from 1992:
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Abuse Of Women Inmates Called A Nightmare -- Georgia Prisoners Allege Rape, Forced Abortions
December 30, 1992

By Eric Harrison
Los Angeles Times
MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga. - Outside, the prison resembles nothing so much as a low-lying suburban office park or a modern middle school. It 
sits in a wooded area far off the main road south of Milledgeville, a central Georgia town of antebellum mansions and a distinctly Southern air.

Five prisons are clustered here, not counting a youth detention facility, making the care and feeding of convicts the economic lifeblood of the 
area. In such a setting, the Georgia Women's Correctional Institution is an utterly unremarkable presence.

Its appearance is at odds, however, with the image conjured by stories of late - stories of rape, of pregnancies and forced abortions, of women 
prisoners left stripped and bound for weeks.

The women - Jane Does, they are called - have been coming forward for months, almost 200 in all. They tell of women treated like 
dogs, bound and fed from dishes shoved under their faces; of guards photographing women engaged in sex acts; of inmates being 
taken off the grounds to work as prostitutes.
The allegations, in their totality, suggest a prison out of control, a place where even the men in charge tolerated, if not condoned, rampant 
abuse for at least 13 years.

"They allowed this whole culture of abuse," says Robert Cullen, a legal-services attorney representing the inmates in a class-action lawsuit. 
"Abuse was OK. It didn't matter. . .  Everybody became sort of inoculated to the abuse that was ongoing."

Sex between guards and female inmates is a given in prison; whether consensual or coerced, it has always taken place. A number of states, 
including California, Ohio, Minnesota, Michigan and New York, have had similar controversies. But Brenda Smith, director of the Women in 
Prison Project of the National Women's Law Center, says she knows of no investigation as widespread as the one in Georgia...

At least one woman alleges she was stripped and restrained because she refused a guard's sexual advances. If prison logs are to be 
believed, says Cullen, the practice was widespread and women were bound for as many as 20 days, sometimes not even being freed to 
eat or go to the bathroom.

Inmate Rape “Prostitution is like rape...”
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Prison Abuse: Michigan Prison Scandal 
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‘In January 2008, in a Michigan courtroom, a jury, in a gesture considered extremely rare in American Courtroom procedure… had 
the courage and the compassion to offer an apology on Behalf of the State of Michigan to 10 Michigan women prisoners, for the 
years and years of rape, torture, tyranny, and retaliation these women were forced to endure in Michigan prisons.

Each member of the jury stood before the women in open court and publicly apologized to them for the abuse they endured while 
incarcerated. The guilty prison administrators had already left the courtroom and were not present when the jury did what these defendants 
refused to do: “apologize for the harm inflicted”.

This 2008 landmark case eventually resulted in a July 2009 settlement against the Department of Corrections for the State of Michigan 
(DOC) wherein they agreed to pay $100 million dollars as compensation to end 13 years of litigation with about 500 current and 
former female inmates in Michigan’s prison system who alleged that the male officers raped, sexually assaulted and harassed them 
and had engaged in a widespread practice of cross gender pat downs, touching, privacy violations and systemic and aggressive 
retaliation imposed on those women.

For years, rights groups warned that male guards were sexually assaulting female inmates in Michigan prisons… and for years, those 
warnings went unheeded.

The Detroit News found in their own investigation that Michigan lawmakers and prison officials regularly interfered 
and blocked investigations of sexual abuse in women's prisons, stifled inmate complaints and stripped 
away the rights of assaulted prisoners to sue for damages.

The problem was compounded by the low priority given to the prosecution of guards charged with sexually 
abusing prisoners… And that the responsibility for doing so was increasingly left to the Attorney General's Office…..which 
was the very same agency fighting the lawsuits against the department by women victimized by these same guards.

Legislators took away inmates' right to sue under Michigan's Civil Rights Act in 1999. That year, they also changed the law to require 
prisoners to prove lasting physical injury from an assault to obtain damages in court. "By stripping imprisoned women of this basic civil 
right…. the state emboldened sexual predators who were attracted to prison work."

In the United States, sexual abuse by guards in women’s prisons is so notorious and widespread that it has been described as “an 
institutionalized component of punishment behind prison walls.”’
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Resources and more articles about inmate rape:
http://www.correctionalassociation.org/pp/about-women-in-prison-project
http://www.insiderexclusive.com/justice-in-america/prison-abuse-michigan-prisons-scandal
http://www.wcl.american.edu/endsilence/inthenews.cfm
http://www.wtae.com/news/local/allegheny/Guard-at-center-of-Pittsburgh-inmate-abuse-gets-probation/-/
10927008/19505876/-/ef2v6oz/-/index.html
http://rhrealitycheck.org/article/2007/12/11/powerless-in-prison-sexual-abuse-against-incarcerated-women/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2008/11/correction_offi_1.html
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/?date=19921230&slug=1532691
https://www.prisonlegalnews.org/21225_displayArticle.aspx
http://rt.com/usa/guards-alabama-prison-stevenson-173/
http://www.ajc.com/news/news/state-regional/report-georgia-among-worst-for-sexual-assaults-on-/nYDzr/
http://stillnotshakespeare.wordpress.com/2012/12/21/who-watches-the-watchmen-prison-guards-rape-female-inmates/

http://www.abuseofpower.info/GAO_CorrectionsSexMisconduct99.pdf

http://www.kob.com/article/stories/S2770610.shtml

http://spr.igc.org/en/news/2005/0526.htm
http://www.abuseofpower.info/Research_PrisonAbuse.htm

http://www.kake.com/news/headlines/Ex-Prison-Guard-To-Pay-750000-Judgment-To-Inmate-166405956.html?site=full

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2012/10/24/former-long-island-corrections-officer-sentenced-for-sex-abuse-of-female-inmates/

http://www.hrw.org/legacy/reports/reports98/women/

To find the MANY MANY more horror stories of inmates being raped by corrections staff, search for  inmate 
rape by corrections staff. Rapes of inmates by staff include rapes of male and transgendered inmates. 

http://www.newsday.com/long-island/nassau/nassau-inmate-sex-abuse-trial-opens-1.3856257
http://www.ncdsv.org/images/SPR_Sexual-abuse-of-female-inmates-in-ohio_12-2003.pdf
http://www.wcl.american.edu/endsilence/
http://www.justdetention.org/pdf/PrisonLegalNews_0806.pdf
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